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SUMMARY 

This study on "the effect of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) Collection 

on Wildlife in and around buffer zone of Palamau Tiger Reserve, 

Bihar", was conducted from May to 10th of October, 1989. Four 

study areas (compartments) were selected, two each from core 

<undisturbed> and buffer <disturbed) area. One of them wa s 

approximately near the village and the other considerably far from 

the village. Twelve permanently marked 'transects (Forest 

Department census track lines), three in each compartment were 

followed, using f~ot transect methods for quantitative estimation 

of larger wild animals abundances such as - of Sambar (Cervus 

unicolor), Chital <Axis axis), Barking deer (Muntiacus muntjak), 

Rhesus monkey (Macaca mulatta) and Common langur (Presbyt1s 

entellus> including Indian giant squirrel (Ratufa indica). Data 

on vegetation, Minor Forest Produce collection - and other biotic 

pressure were also recorded to analyse the impact of MFP collection 

on the wild animals. More wild animals were observed in core than 

buffer except Rhesus monkey which were seen only in buffer. Chital 

and Indian giant squirrel were not seen in buffer area. It was 

also found that sighting of Sambar indicate decrease with increase 

in the number of MFP collectors. On the other hand sighting of 

Rhesus monkey indicate an increase with increase in number of MFP 

collectors. Thus presence of MFP collector causing more direct 

impact than indirectly affecting the long term sustainability of 

the buffer area by .reducing fodder, cover and water for wild 

animals. Other impacts such as fire, grazing, lopping for fodder 

and felling of trees were also observed more in buffer areas • 
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