
































Executive Summary 
Reintroductions/ conservation translocations of animals have increasingly been 

recognised as a strategy to conserve threatened species and restore ecosystem functions. 

Madhya Pradesh Forest department (MPFD) together with the Wildlife Institute of India 

(WII) initiated the project on Gaur Reintroduction titled "Establishment of Gaur (Bos 

gaurus gaurus) in Sanjay Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh" for a period of five years (2023-

2028). This initiative is aimed at conserving this threatened species and restoring 

biodiversity in the landscape. Emphasizing a comprehensive and multidisciplinary 

approach, this reintroduction program involved collaboration between various 

stakeholders and institutions aimed at ensuring a scientifically sound and logistically 

feasible program. 

An action plan for reintroduction of Gaur in Sanjay-Dubri Tiger Reserve (SDTR) was jointly 

developed by the MPFD and WII and formed the basis for field capture and translocation 

under the project. The program was meticulously divided into pre-translocation, 

translocation and post-translocation phases. 

During the pre-translocation phase, detailed habitat assessments were conducted to 

identify gaur suitable areas within the SDTR. Pondi and Mohan ranges were identified as 

suitable for reintroduction of gaur based on favourable vegetation and water resources. 
Additionally, a 30-hectare soft release enclosure with a 2-hectare sub-enclosure was also 

built at Domarpat beat of the Pondi range to hold the animal for the initial period after 

release in SDTR. 

The source population was identified from two different reserves namely Kanha Tiger 

Reserve (KTR) and Satpura Tiger reserve (STR) that had a considerable population of 

gaur. Efforts were made to carry out health assessments of individuals and herds 

identified for translocation prior to their capture. Additionally, this phase also included 

habituating the captive elephants to approach gaur herd (to facilitate close distance 

darting), training of field staff in various procedures involved in capture (lifting, carrying 

and weighing), conducting mock drills (darting, animal lifting and weighing, loading­

unloading etc.), carrying out reconnaissance surveys of the route for journeys, arranging 

drugs and medicaments, equipment and collars. 

The field captures were executed during June 2023 with the capture of 28 animals from 

KTR between 1st to 7th June and 16 animals from STR between 26th to 29th June 2023. 

During the Phase II executed in April 2024, a total of 06 animals were captured and 




















































































































































































































































































