



















































































4. RESULTS

4.1 IDENTIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT OF EXTENT OF CONFLICT:

One of the major aims of the present dissertation is to identify and assess the
extent of conflict in North Bengal. | addressed this problem by collecting data

from Wildlife Squads and Tea Gardens.

Information was collected from the Wildlife Squads present at Binnaguri and Mal
Ranges about the presence and numbers of elephants over two years 2001 and
2002. These two squads covered almost the entire area between the rivers
Teesta and Torsa. The entire study area was gridded with the help of 2km x 2km
grids. The locations of the major conflict areas were then overlaid on the grid
based on the presence of elephants in that area. This was done separately for

the year 2001 and 2002. The conflict areas identified are :

4.1.1 Conflict Areas for the year 2001 identified on the basis of grids

(Plate 3) :

Conflict Areas overlaid on the map was categorized into High, Medium and Low
based on the number of visits by elephants to that area. The categorization
followed was :

5 —10 incidents ( Low Conflict)

10 — 20 incidents (Medium Conflict)

>20 incidents (High Conflict)
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