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3. STUDY METHODS

The study was carried out between December 2000 and April 2001 in the intensive
study area (ISA) selected within the Central (Kohora) range in Kaziranga National
Park. The habitat types within the ISA were roughly mapped using a Suunto compass
and a laser rangefinder (Bushnell Yard Pro) and were broadly designated as (a) Tall

grassland (b) Short grassland and (c) Vetiveria dominated grassland.

3.1 Field methods

3.1.1 Habitat availability

Habitat use was largely determined by the availability of forage for herbivore species
(Laurie 1978, Putman 1996). The habitat availability was quantified for summer and
winter seasons within the intensive study area as detailed below.

Quantification of vegetation

Systematic random sampling was followed for quantilication of vegetation parameters
following Mueller-Dombois and Ellenberg (1974). 1.chmkuhl (1990) has found 25 m?
area adequate fo:g sampling grassland vegetation in Royal Chitwan National Park.
Rawat et al. (1997) used 5 m? (<75 m® area) for cover and other categories. Based on
information gathered from literature a 5-m radius circular plot was randomly laid
within each grassland type within the ISA and the next 9 plots were laid at a distance
of 30 m from ealch subsequent plot. A total of 60 plots were permanently marked

within the tall, short and Vetiveria dominated grasslands. The following parameters

were recorded every fortnight:
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