
Under the aegis of the Ministry of Environment, Forest, 
and Climate Change, the esteemed Wildlife Institute of 
India (WII) successfully concluded its much-anticipated 
Annual Research Seminar on, within its scenic campus in 
Dehradun. Spearheaded by its proficient director, Shri 
Virendra R. Tiwari, the two-day seminar illuminated 
pressing challenges, innovative resolutions, and 
cutting-edge research within the domain of wildlife and 
conservation. 
The inaugural address was delivered by Dr. Rajesh Gopal, 
who underscored the pivotal role of institutions like the 
Wildlife Institute of India and the wildlife researchers in 
shaping conservation practices both in India and global-
ly. Guest of Honour, Shri Bharat Jyoti, IFS, Director 
IGNFA, shared his remarks and insights, emphasizing the 
importance of such gatherings in the larger context of 
wildlife conservation. The following publications 
prepared by the scientists and the researchers of the 
Institute were also released in the inaugural session: (i) 
Artificial Canopy Bridge Design focused on facilitating 
the movement of Western Hoolock Gibbon in Assam's 
Hollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary. (ii) An in-depth look into 
the Status of threatened medicinal and aromatic plants 

and their utilization by the Bhotiya community in Uttara-
khand's Niti valley. (iii) Haryana State Biodiversity Strategy 
and Action Plan 2021-2030, highlighting the roadmap 
for biodiversity preservation in the state of Haryana. (iv) A 
user-friendly Pocket Guide to Amphibians ofw Namda-
pha Tiger Reserve, equipped with QR codes for frog 
calls. (v) An investigative report on the Influence of 
tectonic shift on carbon stock dynamics of mangrove 
forests in the Andaman Islands. (vi) The promising Amur 
Falcon conservation initiative.

The lead talks saw presentations by the scientists of the 
institute - Shri Qamar Qureshi’s presentation on the 
ambitious Cheetah reintroduction project in India was a 
session highlight. Aimed at re-establishing the cheetah 
within its historical range, this first intercontinental 
reintroduction of a wild, large carnivore species offers 
invaluable insights for global conservation efforts, show-
casing WII's commitment to balancing development with 
wildlife conservation.

Dr. Bilal Habib highlighted the balance between 
economic growth and environmental protection, empha-

sizing sustainable development as a means for conserving biodiversity. 
Another lead talk by Dr. Sutirtha Dutta reviewed the first phase of the 
2019-initiated conservation breeding program aimed at preventing Great 
Indian Bustard (GIB) extinction. Under the Bustard Recovery Program, 
breeding centre was established in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, where wild-laid 
eggs are collected, hatched, and chicks are hand-reared using a new 
scientific approach. The program has seen initial success with natural 
breeding commenced and efforts toward assisted reproduction to boost 
captive reproductive output in progress. 
    
Last day was an enriching experience starting with a Speed Talks session. 
Topics included the acoustic patterns of Ganges River Dolphins and the 
role of eDNA in biodiversity monitoring. A vibrant poster session, show-
cased captivating presentations on diverse topics. The concluding 
session marked the wrap-up of the seminar, chaired by Dr. Rajesh Gopal 
and co-chaired by Shri Virendra R Tiwari, summarizing the key takeaways 
from the two-day discussion. The awards segment showcased the prom-
ising work of emerging wildlife scholars and photographers, who have 
captured nature's essence through their lenses. ARS 2023 saw the 
launch of six publications and a total 6 lead talk, 26 oral presentations, 11 
speed talks and 31 posters presented at the ARS in eight technical 
sessions. The awards were given to the following researchers:

Shri Virendra R. Tiwari, Director, WII said on the occasion that “The 
Annual Research Seminar at the Wildlife Institute of India showcased a 
variety of efforts aimed at protecting the rich biodiversity. It served as a 
vibrant platform displaying the profound research endeavours undertak-
en at the institute. The collective insights garnered during these engage-
ments propel our research initiatives into new dimensions, ensuring a 
continuous enhancement in the quality of our work which is fundamental 
to the rigorous field of wildlife conservation and study.” The Chief Guest, 
Dr. Rajesh Gopal, IFS, Secretary General, Global Tiger Forum, and TRAC 
Chairman said that "In the panorama of conservation, the vital role of 
thorough research and the relentless pursuit of knowledge cannot be 
overstated. As we navigate through the current conservation challenges. 
It is wildlife researchers, who stand as beacons of hope. Their ability to 
blend scientific rigor with a deep empathy for nature forms the bedrock 
of future conservation strategies. This seminar has not only been a show-
case of innovative research but a compelling demonstration of the prom-
ising future that well-informed, dedicated researchers are sculpting in the 
realm of wildlife conservation.” Research Coordinator, Dr. Bitapi C Sinha 
told that "The tapestry of research unfolded at this seminar illustrates the 
dedication, diversity, and dynamism inherent in our academic communi-
ty. Each presentation, poster, and dialogue has contributed to the grow-
ing repository of knowledge essential for navigating the intricate path-
ways of conservation in a rapidly changing world."

Observation of Indian Wolf Pack 
Feeding on Goat Carcasses along
National Highway 7
- Akanksha Saxena, Adrian W. Lyngdoh, Asha Rajvanshi, Bilal Habib

"A pack of three Indian wolves exploring the National 
Highway 7 during early morning hours" © Adrian 
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"A pack of Indian wolves scavenging on garbage on 
the verge of National Highway 7, central India" © 
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"An Indian wolf feeds on a discarded goat carcass as 
another keeps watch" © Adrian Lyngdoh

"A wolf trying to pull the goat carcass towards the 
forest" © Adrian Lyngdoh

The Indian wolf, Canis lupus pallipes is a large predator of the Indian subcontinent and 
is widespread in forested and human-dominated landscapes. The canid alternates 
between wild and domestic prey with changes in habitats and is known to thrive in 
human-dominated landscapes.  We report an observation of a pack of three wolves 
scavenging on goat carcasses on the verge of the busy National Highway 7, an arterial 
highway in India. Though wolves are known to be scavengers of cattle and livestock 
carcasses in human-dominated landscapes, such encounters near high-speed and 
traffic roads could be potentially fatal to wolves in human-dominated landscapes.

The Indian wolf is a canid ranging over much of India and is categorised as Least 
Concern (LC) by the IUCN. It is listed in Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, 
along with the Indian national animal, the tiger. It extensively uses areas along the 
periphery of protected forests and prefers scrubland, grasslands and semi-arid pasto-
ral/agricultural areas. Wolves are known to approach human dwellings but prefer 
habitat pockets with visual cover and shade during the day. In landscapes with a good 
prey base, wild prey can form up to 75% of the wolves' diet, with 21% of feeding events 
consisting of scavenging on domestic cattle carcasses. Conversely, in areas with low 
natural prey populations, a large proportion of wolves' diets (ranging from 63 - 100%) 
comprises domestic prey.

We report an incident that occurred in the early morning (6 a.m.) of 10 November 
2017, where a pack of three wolves was observed scavenging on garbage and 
livestock carcasses on National Highway 7 near Pench National Park and Tiger 
Reserve, Madhya Pradesh, India.

The traffic in the morning was light, comprising only a few trucks and the odd cyclist. 
We found the three wolves wandering about the edges of the highway, occasionally 
crossing the highway whenever the traffic subsided. The three wolves found a small 
pile of garbage on the side of the highway and spent about 2-3 minutes rummaging 
through the plastic and paper waste. After a while, with little to no success finding 
food, they split into two groups and continued their journey along the highway. One of 
the wolves found a goat carcass lying on the roadside and managed to drag it towards 
the forest edge before finally disappearing into the thickets within a few minutes.

The other two wolves chanced upon another goat carcass lying about 6 m from the 
road, a little ahead of the former. One of the wolves immediately started tearing at the 
carcass while another seemed to keep guard. After a while, the wolf that was keeping 
watch went back into the forest. The first wolf, however, continued feasting for another 
half hour before it, too, decided to return to the woods, but it failed to drag the carcass 
with it. The entire observation lasted about 45 minutes.

One of the authors was part of a team that surveyed this road stretch in 2015 when 
they came across a similar instance of a wolf feeding on discarded chicken waste that 
seemed to have been disposed of by a poultry shop. These incidents reveal yet another 
impact of roads on wildlife. Provision of carcasses along the roadsides, often thrown 
by vehicles transporting livestock, could lead to an 'ecological trap' like a situation 
where the roadsides may become an easy place to find food for the wolves. Additional 
food resources originating from the road could be roadkill for wild animals. Even 
though wolves are accustomed to living in human-dominated landscapes, such provi-
sioning of food near high-traffic highways could heighten the risk of fatalities due to 
collisions with vehicles. 
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