
Cats : Some large, 

many small 
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three lineages (pantherine. ocelot and 
domestic cat) and 17 genera. How­
ever. they can broadly be divided into 
Iorge. medtum and small on bas1s of 
their body size. Of the 36 species of 
cats worldwide, I 5 are found in In­
dia. Of these, four are large ones (lion. 
t1ger. leopard and snow leopard). but 
as many as I I are small and medium 
cats, weighing less than 25 kg. 

A feline can be easily recognized by 
its appearance and gait, irrespective 
of size. Huge eyes, a shor1;._ftat face, 
supple spme and retractile claws 
(with an exception -the cheetah) de­
scribes a cat In behaviour too, cats 
are typical: secretive. largely noctur­
nal (with a few exceptions), solitary 
(again with an exception - the lion) 
and mostly uncommon. All these 
physical ,  morphological and 
behavioural traits make the cat a + 

'supreme predator'. 

A look at the distribution of the small 
cats (Table I) shows an almost equal 
number inhabiting dry open and wet 
dense areas. This does not mean that 
the species inhabiting forested areas 
or those occurring in open areas do 
not occur elsewhere, but they sim­
ply occur in fewer numbers outside 
the1r main distribution zone e.g. the 
Jungle cat mainly inhabits the more 
open areas, but it is also found in 
some forested areas though in lower 
densities. 
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small cats provided 1n some books 
(Prater. 1965 ; Kitchener, 1991 ; 
Nowell and Jackson, 1996) and most 
of our knowledge on their ecology 
and food habits has come from these 
studies. However, most of these 
studies on the small felids have been 
conducted outside India and there is 
a large void in information available 
on all small cats in India, including the 
relatively more common Jungle cat 

Given below is a very general infor­
mation on the distribution, behaviour 
and ecology of the small cats found 
in India. 

CARACAL (Corocol corocol, earlier 
known as Fel1s corocol ) 
Description: Th1s is a medium sized 
cat (length 85 - I 14 em.) with long 
legs and a short tail. The colour of 
1ts coat is uniformly bnck red or red­
dish sandy without any pattern. Its 

ears are long and pointed, with the 
characteristic long black tufts (about 
SO mm. 1n length) because of which 
it is often referred to as the 'desert 
lynx' (op. cit.). Some authors recog­
nize there are nine sub-speoes of Ca­

racal but th1s figure is disputed and 
not agreed upon universally. Caracal 
is listed in Appendix II of CITES , al­
though the Asian subspecies, C. c. 
schmttzt and C. c. mtchoelts, consid­
ered to be rare or threatened, are 
listed in Appendix I of CITES (Nowell 
and Jackson, 1996). C. c. schmttzt IS 

classified as Schedule I spec1es 1n 



Table I 
Broad categories of regions 

occupied by small cats 

Dry open areas 

Caracal 
Jungle cat 
Desert cat 
Lynx 
Pallas cat 

Wet dense areas 

Rusty spotted 
cat 

Fishing cat 
Leopard cat 
Clouded 

leopard 
Marbled cat 
Golden cat 

cnv1s Wildlile .711d Protected Areas 

lnd1an Wildlife (Protection) Act. 
1972. Some 1nterest1ng natural his­

tory records on Caracal (alongw1th 
photographs) are prov1ded in 
D1vyabhanus1nh's book on the 
cheetah ( 1995). 

D1stnbut1on: The Caracal 1nhabits a 
w1de range of habitats and has a wide 
distribution globally. It once had a 
distribution similar to that of the 
cheetah (Awnonyx jubatus) through 
most of the and and sem1-arid reg1ons 
of India. Rap1d changes 1n landuse pat­
terns through most Caracal habitats 
over the last few decades has drasti­
cally reduced rts range and numbers 
(Sharma and Sankhala, 1984 ; Chavan, 
1987). Its current d1stribution 1n In­
dia IS restncted to the dner parts 
(Corbett and Hill. 1992 : Kitchener, 
1991 : Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

Wild populations of Caracal have 
nearly reached extinction 1n the them 
scrub JUngles of Kutch and western 
India with not more than I 0-15 in­
dividuals surv1ving (Chavan, 1987). 

Sharma and Sankhala ( 1984), esti­
mated less than 50 1nd1viduals in the 
state of Rajasthan. In the present sce­
nario of cont1nued hab1tat degrada­
tion, rap1d steps are urgently requ1red 
to prevent th1s spec1es from becom­
Ing ext1nct in India like the cheetah. 

Recent records : S1nce 1996, YV Jhala, 
Dinesh Sharma, and Bharat Jethwa of 
the Wildl1fe Institute of India have had 
eight sightings (with photographs) of 
the Caracal 1n the Kutch district of 
Gujarat. Besides, 1ts s1ghtings have 
been reported from other known ar­
eas of 1ts d1stnbution (Narayan 
Sarovar, Gujarat - Justus Joshua pers 
comm.; Sariska t1ger reserve. 
Rajasthan - pers obv., Ranthambore 
t1ger- reserve, Rajasthan - Valmrk 
Thapar pers comm.). It has also been 
reported from Melghat t1ger reserve, 
Maharashtra (MK Ranjitsinh pers 
comm.. MG Gogate pers comm., 
and PJ Thosre pers comm.). 

6 

Behov10ur. Like all cats. Caracal is 
hrghly territonal and rts home ranges 
vary greatly rn different areas. Its so­
oal organisation IS also typ1cal, wrth 
large male home ranges Incorporat­
Ing smaller exclusive female ranges 
(Stuart, 1983 : Eisenberg, 1986 : 

We1sbe1n and Mendelssohn. 1990 : 

Kitchener. 1991 ). A study on food 
habits of Caracal in Sariska tiger re­
serve. Rajasthan. conducted by 
Wildlife Institute of lnd1a. revealed 
that 1ts principle food was rodents 
followed by birds. Its litter srze rs I -

4 after a gestatron of 78 - 8 I days. It 
usually produces one lrtter annually 
(Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

JUNGLE CAT (Fells chaus) 

Descnptlon: Jungle cat IS morphologi­
cally similar to Caracal (Kitchener, 
1991 : Nowell and Jackson, 1996) -

long legs, a short tail and long ears 
with small tufts at the tip. But 1ts dis­
tinguishing features are the bands on 
the tail and legs of the Jungle cat 
wh1ch are absent 1n the Car-acal. 

Drstribut10n: The Jungle cat ranges 
through North Afnca. Southwest 
Asra and trop1cal Asra. In the east. rts 
drstributron does not go beyond the 
Isthmus of Kra (Nowell and Jackson, 
1996). It is generally consrdered to 
be common except in countries at 
the limits of rts geographrcal range 
(Nowell and Jackson. 1996). The 
most common wild cat 1n lnd1a, th1s 
felid IS distributed through all differ­
ent vegetatron types and most of the 
clrmatrc zones in the country. And 
yet. there is a dearth of 1nformatron 
on 1ts ecology and behav1our. 

Behavrour. Whatever httle 1nforma­
t1on that 1s available on th1s cat sug­
gests that 1t prefers areas w1th ac­
cess to water and good cover 
(Dayan et a/., 1990 : Mukheqee et. 

a/. 1n prep.). Agricultural fields which 
offer sufficient cover and prey are 
cons1dered good habitat for th1s cat. 



The small and medium 
cats are also 

the lesser known cats 
due to which 

they are unfortunately labelled 
as 'the lesser cats'. 

Indeed they are no less 
than the large cats. 

erwis Wildlile and Protected Areas 

However, disturbance rn the form of 
reduction of vegetatrve cover or hu­
man presence affects thrs cat ad­
versely (pers obv.) Its maJor· prey are 
rodents followed by the birds 
(Schaller, 1967 ; Mukherjee, 1989 ; 

Mukheqee eta/. 1n prep.). Some scats 
collected from the hrlltops rn Sanska 
trger reserve whrch I analysed had re­
mains of several scorpions as well. 

The Jungle cat has a shorter gestatron 
period of 63 - 68 days and produces 
I - 6 kittens in a litter (Nowell and 

Jackson, 1996).1n Sanska trger reserve, 
I observed mother and krtten unrts 
during winter (December - January). 
There were two such sightings - one 
of mother wrth two kittens and the 
other of mother with three kittens. 
On several occasions during summer, 
which rs possibly their peak breeding 
season. I heard males emitting a harsh 
"bark lrke meaow", preceded by co­
prous markrng of bushes by spraying 
unne. Accordrng to Kitchener ( 199 I ), 
the call is produced by males when 
females are 1n oestrus and this has 
been recorded in captive individuals. 

DESERT CAT (Fells stlvestns ornata, 
earlrer known as Fells lybtca) 
Descnpt10n: The species Felts stlvestns 
consrsts of three wild members -
European wild cat (Fells st lvestns 
stlvestns), Afncan wild cat (Felts 

stlvestns lybtca) and Asiatrc wild cat 
(Fe lts stlvestris omato). The African 
wild cat (Felts stlvestns lybtco) rs be­
lieved to be the ancestor of the house 
cat (Felis s/lvestris cottus). Lrttle won­
der then that the Desert cat. as the 
Asratrc wild cat ts commonly known 
rn India. closely resembles the house 
cat. In fact, rts tabby (stnpes or spot­
s) markings on a grey to ruddy grey 
coat often make rt dtfficult to disttn­
gursh this cat from the domestiC tabby 
wrthout a good sighting. The Desert 
cat werghs 3 - 4 kg. 

DtstributtOn: The common name 
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Desert cat suggests that thrs feltd rs 
found 1n dry open areas in Rajasthan 
and GuJarat (Prater, 1965 ; Kitchener, 
1991 ; Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

Thrs distnbution in the dry desert re­
gions also distinguishes it from its 
African and European relatives which 
rnhabrt a wide range of habitats but 

chiefly the woodland areas. 

Recent records : New stghttngs 
suggest that the Desert cat rs found 
in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh 
as well. This cat has been reported 
from Pench trger reserve rn 
Maharashtra, where it was srghted 
approx. 4 km from a forest village, tn 
a rocky. gently undulating area domi­
nated by teak and bamboo. (Khalrd 
Pasha pers comm.) and from Panna 
trger reserve rn Madhya Pradesh (TRK 
Yoganand pers comm.). 

Behavtour: The Desert cat is not as 
nocturnal as the other small cats and 
feeds chrefly on rodents. hare, brrds, 
reptiles and rnsects (Nowell and Jack­
son. 1996) . The gestatron period 
lasts 58 - 62 days and litter size is 
generally 2 - 3 but may sometrmes 
be as htgh as 5 - 6 krttens (Nowell 
and Jackson, 1996). 

EURASIAN LYNX (Lynx lynx. 

earlier known as Fells lynx) 

Descnptton: The Lynx rs a medrum 
sized cat weighing 18 - 21 kg 
(Nowell and Jackson. 1996). It has 
relatively long legs. a short tarl and 
tufted ears. The paws are large and 
padded with "snow shoes" or thick 
fur to enable easy movement over 
deep snow (Nowell and Jackson. 
1996). Its coat is grey to ruddy grey 
with tabby markings which may not 
be very prominent in some indivrdu­
als (Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

Drstribulton: The genus Lynx spreads 
over Asra, Europe and the Amencas. 
The Eurastan Lynx, whteh IS the 
largest rn thrs genus, occurs in Asra 
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and Europe. With1n lnd1a. 1t is found 

1n the cold desert and alpme regions 
throughout the northern parts of the 
H1malaya (Chundawat 1990, Nowell 
and Jackson. 1996). Chundawat 
( 1990) has reported Lynx from the 
Nubra valley in Ladakh. 

Hab1tat Lynx habrtat is variable, ranging 
from woodland to barren rocky areas 
above the treeline (Nowell and 
Jackson, 1996). In the Nubra valley 1n 
Ladakh. Lynx 1nhab1ts th1ck scrub and 
woodland (Chundawat. 1990). 

BehaviOur· The Lynx IS ma1nly 
crepuscular w1th peaks m activ1ty. 
around evemng and morn1ng (Nowell 
and Jackson, 1996). Although the 
other members of the genera feed 
ch1efly on lagomorphs, the Eurasian 
Lynx preys on ungulates and takes 
small prey only when the larger ones 
are scarce (Nowell and Jackson, 
1996). The average gestation is 69 
days and litter size IS 2 - 3 kittens 
(Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

PALLAS CAT or MANUL 
(Otocolobus manu/, earlier known as 
Felis manu/) 
Descnpt10n: The Pallas 1s a rather 
strange looking cat w1th th1ck long fur, 
eyes placed h1gh up on the forehead, 
a flat low forehead and small ears low 
down to the sides of the head. This 
cat was wrongly thought to be the 

Pakistan but not 1n lnd1a. These 

similarities. such as enlarged aud1tory 
bullae (wh1ch a1d 1n heanng) and a 
flattened forehead. are cons1dered to 
be adaptations to l1vmg 1n open 
habitat(Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

D1stnbut1on: Globally, its distnbut1on 
spans the cold arid regions of the 
central Asia. The northern cold 
desert region of Ladakh 1n India IS 1ts 
southernmost d1stribut1on (Nowell 
and Jackson. 1996). It IS reported to 
be w1dely distributed 1n the Tibetan 
plateau but IS extremely rare 1n India 
(Nowell and Jackson, 1996). It 
generally 1nhab1ts the rolling-grassland 

or stony alp1ne patches and rocky 
outcrops up to 4800m. elevat1on. It 
does not occur 1n areas w1th thick 
snow cover or at very high alt1tudes 
(Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

BehaviOur: Pallas cat 1s chiefly 
crepuscular and feeds ma1nly on pikas 
(Family: Lagomorpha) and rodents. 
Birds and Insectivores also form part 
of 1ts d1et. Its call, wh1ch IS "bark like", 
is s1milar to that of the Sand cat 
(Nowell and Jackson, 1996). It rests 
1n crev1ces, caves or burrows of other 
an1mals. Four to five kittens 
(sometimes up to 8) are born in a 
litter usually around Apnl - May after 
a gestation penod of 66 - 75 days 
(Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

ancestor of some breeds of the RUSTY SPOTIED CAT 
domestic cat, notably the Persian 
breed (Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

Pallas cat IS small in s1ze, weighmg 
between 2- 4.5 kg. and has a grey to 
ruddy grey coat. Its legs are short and 
stnped. The forehead IS spotted and 
the tail 1s bushy and stnped (Prater, 
1965 : K1tchener. 1991 : Nowell and 

Jackson. 1996). It has some 
morpholog1cal s1milarit1es with the 
Sand cat (Fel1s margarita) found in the 
deserts of Africa, Arabia, Israel and 
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(Pnon01/urus rub1gmosus, earlier 
known as Fel1s rub1gmosa) 

Descnpt10n: This 1s the smallest 
member of the cat family. we1gh1ng 
only I - 2 kg. Its coat is typically 
ruddy grey. w1th rust coloured spots 
on the body and stnpes on the 
forehead and legs. Its tail 1s unmarked. 
which d1st1nguishes 1t from the 
Leopard cat with wh1ch 1t can be 
confused (Nowell and Jackson. 
1996). Its ears are rounded and its 
eyes are very large. 
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Dtstribution: The Rusty spotted cat is 
found only 1n lnd1a and Sn lanka. In 
India, it was earlier thought to be 
distributed only in the southern part 

of the country, but then rt surprised 
naturalists by showing up in areas far 
from its earlier range. It is now 
establ1shed that. besides southern 
India (Nowell and Jackson. 1996). this 
species occurs in Maharashtra (Advait 
Edgaonkar pers comm ; Khalid Pasha 
pers comm. ; Yogesh Dubey pers 
comm.), Gujarat (Nowell and 
Jackson, 1996). Madhya Pradesh 
(Vidya Athreya and Christy Williams 
pers comm.) and Rajasthan (pers. 
obv.) as well. 

Habttat: The habitat of this cat is 
vaned 1n range. from rocky outcrops 
and dry deoduous forests to areas 
around human habitation, the latter 
espeoally in southern India (Meera 
Oommen pers comm. ; Nowell and 
Jackson. 1996). 

Recent records : Dead spec1mens 
were collected from Borivllli national 
park, Mumbai (Advait Edgaonkar pers 
comm.) ; Tadoba t1ger reserve, 
Maharashtra (Yogesh Dubey pers 
comm.) and Pench t1ger reseve, 
Maharashtra (Khal1d Pasha pers 
comm.). Besides, one cat was sighted 
in T adoba tiger reserve; and one at 
night near Kuno wildl1fe sanctuary. 
Madhya Pradesh (V1dya Athreya and 
Chnsty Williams pers comm.); and I 
s1ghted and photographed one 1n 
Sariska tiger reserve at night when the 
cat was sitting on a culvert in a narrow 
grassland hab1tat surrounded by rocky 
hills. It was barely 5-8 m. away and 
did not seem perturbed by human 
presence and continued srtting even 
as the camera flash lit. It also showed 
no s1gns of aggression. 

From the known areas of its 
distribution, the Rusty spotted cat 
was sighted oh the Mundanthura1 
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plateau on several occasions (Kaberi 
Kar Gupta pers comm. 
Madhusudhan Katt1 pers comm. ; 
Jayanti pers comm. ; Divya Mudappa 
pers comm. and AJT Johnsingh pers 
comm.). Most of the s1ght1ngs were 
made during the night. One sighting 
was made during the early hours of 
the day when the cat was bask1ng on 
a tamarind tree (AJT Johnsingh pers 
comm.). 

Behavtour. The Rusty spotted cat is 
arboreal and nocturnal, feeds chiefly 
on small mammals and birds, and at 
times raids poultry farms (Nowell 
and Jackson, 1996). Litter size is I -
2 k1ttens after a gestat1on of 66 - 68 
days (Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

FISHING CAT (Pnonatlurus 

Viverrinus) 

Description : Fishing cat is a close 
relat1ve of the Rusty spotted cat. but 
is a much larger medium sized felid 
weighing 6 - 12 kg. (Nowell and 
Jackson, 1996). It is stockily built and 
looks powerful. It has a distinctly 
spotted coat of olive - grey colour 
(Nowell and jackson. 1996). Its tail 
and legs are short. The feet are 
webbed and the claws are not fully 
retractile (Nowell and jackson, 
1996). 

DtstnbutJOn : Globally, the Fish1ng cat 
has a distnbution spread across some 
parts of Pakistan, India, Nepal,  
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Laos, 
V1etnam, Thailand, Malays1a, Java and 
Sumatra. Within lnd1a, it is widely. 
though patchily, distributed. It occurs 
in the southern parts of the Western 
Ghats, in Keoladeo Ghana national 
park. Bharatpur (RaJasthan). through 
the terai belt of northern India. 
notably Dudhwa and Corbett tiger 
reserves (Uttar Pradesh), through 
much of West Bengal. Assam and the 
other north-eastern states (Nowell 
and Jackson, 1996). 
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Hab1tot : The hab1tat of th1s cat 1s ungulates such as ch1tal fawns and 
typically wetland or marshy areas wild pigs (Nowell and Jackson, 1996) 

such as swamps, reed beds. t1dal and have also been observed 
creeks and mangroves (Nowell and scaveng1ng carcasses and even k1lls 
Jackson, 1996). Dense vegetation also made by t1ger-s (Nowell and Jackson, 
characterises its habitat. As such, 1996). 

though F1sh1ng cat may occur 1n a large 
vanety of  broad vegetatron 
categones, it is restncted to swampy 
ar·eas within these broad zones 
(Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

BehaviOur : As 1ts name suggests, the 
felrd feeds ma1nly on fish. though 
rodents and b1rds also form a 
substant1al port1on of 1ts d1et 
(MukherJee. 1989 : Nowell and 
Jackson, 1996). 

In the summer of 1989 at Bharatpur, 
I once observed a Fish1ng cat from 
1945 hr. to 0030 hr. (five hours) as 

11 wa1ted at the edge of a canal to 
catch fish. It would wa1t 
approximately IS minutes at one 
place and then move to another 
place a few metres away and watt 
there. gazing Intently at the water. It 
would then come back to the original 
place. It caught and ate whatever 
came 1ts way (I suspect tnsects and 
frogs). It even tried to catch a turtle 
wh1ch was swimming by (swatting it 
with 1ts paw), which I guess it m1stook 
for a fish as 1t promptly retracted 1ts 
paw when the turtle surfaced. Finally. 
1t sighted a fish, dived into the water 
and after del1venng v1gorous blows 
on the fish w1th its paw swam 
beneath the surface of the water and 
emerged on the other side of the 
bank with the fish tn 1ts mouth. 

Dunng a study at Keoladeo nat1onal 
park in Bharatpur, I collected nine scat 
samples of the Fishtng cat. all of 
whtch, on analysts, were found to have 
fish remains while 88% and 44 % had 
rema1ns of rodents and b1rds 
respectively (Mukheqee, 1989). 

F1sh1ng cat also consumes small 

In Bharatpur, they were found to be 
mainly nocturnal though their t1me of 
act1v1t1es varied between d1fferent 
places (Nowell and Jackson. 1996). 
Mating has been observed In Winter 
Uanuary to February) as well as in 
summer Uune). and after a gestat1on 
of 63 -70 days. 2 - 3 young are bom 
(Nowell and Jackson. 1996). 

LEOPARD CAT (Pnonallurus 

bengolens1s) 

Descnptton : Another close relat1ve 
o f  the Rusty spotted cat, the 
Leopard cat is  more profusely 
marked w1th spots and rosettes, 
much l1ke that of a leopard, the 
reason for 1ts common name. 

The colour of rts coat vanes from 
yellow1sh brown 1n the trop1cs to 
grey 1n the northern parts of its range 
(Nowell and Jackson, 1996 ). The tat I 
IS banded and long. The cat usually 
we1ghs 3 - 4 kg .. though some males 
in Russ1a have been reported to 
we1gh up to 7 kg. (Nowell and 
Jackson. 1996). 

D1stnbunon : Among the Pnonallurus 

genera found in India, the Leopat·d 
cat has the w1dest d1stnbut1on. In 
fact, 1t IS the most common small cat 
after the Jungle cat and occurs 
throughout the country except tn the 
dry and regtons of Rajasthan, Gujarat 
and some parts of the peninsular 
India. It also occurs 1n the H1malaya. 
mostly at lower altitudes and areas 
wh1ch do not have heavy snow cover 
(Nowell  and Jackson, 1996). 
Elsewhere, 1t IS found in parts of 
Pak1stan. India. Nepal. Bangladesh. 
Ch1na, Russ1a. Japan, North and South 
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Korea, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos. round. Gestatton lasts for 57 - 60 
Vtetnam, Tatwan, Phdtppmes, days and 1-4 k1ttens are born 1n a 
Cambodia. Malaysia, Smgapore. litter. 
Borneo, Java and Sumatra. 

Habitat: : Typically, the Leopard cat 
habttat IS moist forested areas but 
the animal is also found in agricultural 
plantations close to human habitation 
(Nowell and jackson, 1996). As with 
many other small cats, proxtmity to 
water sources 1s an 1mportant factor 
charactens1ng its hab1tat (Nowell and 
jackson, 1996). 

Recent records : These stghttngs have 
been made in areas expected to have 
Leopard cats. One 1nd1v1dual was 
sighted in the morntng at around 
I 000 hr. in Pench tiger reserve, 

Maharashtra in an undulating rocky 
habttat dommated by teak (G 
Anndran pers comm.). Two s1ghtmgs 
were reported from Borajan Reserve, 
Assam 1n a degraded forest patch 
within the boundaries of a forest 
village - one at night when the cat 
was active and the other. when rt was 
flushed out from a dense patch of 
scrub dunng the day probably while 
it was resting (Kashmira Kakati pers 
comm.). Several sightings were 
reported (at dusk and dunng n1ght) 
1n Kedarnath Musk Deer sanctuary 
(Meera Oommen, Rashtd Raza and 
S Sathyakumar pers comm.). 

Behav1our : Leopard cat IS arboreal 
to some extent and mostly active 
during the ntght, although telemetry 
studies in Thailand have shown 
individual variations in the time of 
activity, wtth some acttvity during the 
daytJme as well (Nowell and jackson, 
1996). Its dtet conststs chtefly of 

rodents, though birds, reptiles, 
insects, carrion and even young 
ungulates are also eaten (Nowell and 
Jackson, 1996). Its breeding season 
vanes from place to places - from 
being restncted to wmter to all year 

CLOUDED LEOPARD (Neofeils 

nebulosa) 
Descnpt10n : The distinctive marbled 
pattern on the coat of the Clouded 
leopard gives this felid its common 
as well as scientific name. Other 
features that distingu1sh 1t from most 
other members of the Felidae are its 
longish skull and larger can1nes. The 
tail. which is long and equal to the 
head and body length, is thick and 
nnged. Its legs are comparatively 
short. The Clouded leopard weighs 
I I - 20 kg. and can often be confused 

for the much smaller Marbled cat 
from whtch it is dist1nct in terms of 
size, proportionate length of legs (to 
body size) and shape of skull. 

D1stnbut10n : The Clouded leopard 
is found in the dense forested areas 
in parts of India, Nepal, Bangladesh. 
Chtna, Burma. Thailand, Malaysia, 
Vtetnam, Borneo, Cambodta and 
Indonesia. Within India, it occurs 1n 
the rainforests of the north-eastern 
region in north Bengal, Arunachal 
Pradesh. Assam and Meghalaya 
(Nowell and Jackson, 1996 ; Chnsty 
Will1ams pers comm.). 

Hab1tat : Its habttat is mainly tropical 
ratnforest but it also occupies the 
secondary logged for·ests, mangroves, 

dry trop1cal forests and scrub. 

II 

Recent records: A killed specimen of 
Leopard cat was found in the Garo 
hills of Meghalaya at night (Christy 
Williams pers comm.). One sighttng 
was reported of what could be erther 
a Clouded leopard or Marbled cat. 
from Balphakram national park, 
Meghalaya, (Christy Williams and 

Manoj Nair pers comm.). 

Behav1our : This arboreal fehd uses 
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trees mainly for rest1ng but probably 

forages there as well. On the ground. 
it feeds on a vanety of mammals of 
vary1ng s1zes such as ungulates. 
pnmates and rodents such as 
porcupine as well as other smaller 
rodents, mammals and bwds (Nowell 
and Jackson, 1996). However, 
primates seem to be its ma1n prey 1n 
many areas. 

The Clouded leopard IS mamly 
nocturnal but may be less so in areas 
where there are fewer large cats such 
as t1ger and leopard (Nowell and 
Jackson, 1996 ). Lrtter s1ze 1s usually 
three after a gestation of 87 - 99 days. 

MARBLED CAT (Pardofelis 
marmora to) 
Descnption: The coat of the Marbled 
cat IS very s1milar to that of the 
Clouded leopard . However, th1s 
felid is less than a third the s1ze of 
the latter, and has a more rounded 
skull and relat1vely longer legs 
(Nowell and Jackson. 1996). Some 
authors feel that the Similarity 1n coat 
pattern as well as the s1ze of can1nes 
(Marbled cats have large upper 
canmes) suggest its evolutionary 
prox1m1ty to the Clouded leopard 
(Nowell and Jackson. 1996). 

D1stnbut1on : S1milar to that of the 
clouded leopard both globally as well 
as with1n lnd1a. 

Hab1tot : Mo1st tropical forests. 

BehaviOur : Very little IS known of 
th1s arboreal cat. It 1s possibly mainly 
nocturnal and poss1bly feeds largely 
on rodents and some birds. L1tter s1ze 
IS I - 4 and the gestat1on penod lasts 
approximately 81 days. 

colour and pattern of its coat IS 

vanable. rangtng from uniform to 
one wh1ch is heav1ly blotched. The 
most common coat colour IS ruddy 
brown (Nowell and Jackson, 1996). 

D1stnbut10n : Stmtlar to that of the 
Clouded leopard, both with1n and 
outside India. 

Habitat : Thts cat inhab1ts a wtde 
range of hab1tat types from trop1cal 
evergreen forests to dry dec1duous 
forests as well as the more open 
areas such as scrub and grasslands 
(Nowell and Jackson. 1996). 

Behav1our . Golden cat is matnly 
nocturnal and 1ts d1et cons1sts ch1efly 
of rodents. b1rds. reptiles as well as 
small ungulates such as goral and 
bark1ng deer (Nowell and Jackson. 
1996). The gestat1on penod lasts 

approxtmately 80 days and the usual 
litter size ts I - 2 

A THOUGHT TO PONDER OVER 

Cats are. in a way. food speoalists as 
compared to some other mamma­
lian taxa. As they cannot dtgest 
carbohydrates very effictently, they 
are totally dependent on a carnivo­
rous d1et for thew surv1val They 
obta1n certam nutnents such as 
vitamin B and taunne solely from 
seconda1y sources such as meat. As 
such. fel1ne survival is linked to 
hab1tat quality s�nce that would 
affect prey abundance. Although th1s 
relat1onsh1p seems s1mple and a 
measure of the status of the cats 
1nhab1t1ng an area would seem1ngly 
1nd1cate its quality. there are several 
problems. e.g. how to determ1ne the 
status of cats? or, does h1gh 
abundance necessarily ind1cate good 

GOLDEN CAT (Catopuma hab1tat quality? etc. The1r d1etery 
temmmck1, earlier known as Profells specialization alongw1th seo-etive and 
temmmck1 or Felis temmmcki) sol1tary habrts, make cats more vui-
Descnpt!On : This medium sized felld nerable and less tolerant to dlstur­
weighs between 8 and 15 kg. The bance than some other spec1es. 
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Th1s apart, there 1s a tendency to 

conserve only that which IS obvious 
and beneficial to us, little realising that 
a vast array of subjects unknown to 
us now. poss1bly ensure our survival. 

Reasons such as b1odivers1ty. beauty 
and eth1cs may find sympath1sers 
wishing to practice conservation. 
However, unfortunately again. such 

people are not only very few 1n 

number but also not the ones 1n 
power who can act1vely 1mplement 
conservatiOn laws. 

Our current knowledge on small cats 
(as well as other small carnivores and 
most other organisms inconspicuous 
to us) 1s almost negligible. It would 
be regrettable tf we discover thetr 
tmportance only after they are lost. 

Wouldn't rt then be wise to simply 
conserve them now! 
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